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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the age trajectory of mental health among middle-aged
and older adults in Japan and its determinants, using microdata from the 17 waves of the
“Longitudinal Survey of Middle-aged and Elderly Persons” conducted by the Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare. The mental health of middle-aged and senior adults
deteriorates with age, and a significant portion of this is explained by factors such as
worsening self-rated health, problems with activities of daily living, and withdrawal
from activities involving social participation. The degree of this mediating effect is
more pronounced among women. Policy interventions that promote health and support
social participation activities are expected to mitigate the deterioration of mental health
among middle-aged and older adults.
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1. FLIC

1.1 FEEH

AV FIANA EERE) 12, 25D )V E—> 7 (well-being) % #h5EDF i d EHE
BEFO—DOTH5H. LYVDIHEEICEDLE, Bb>MEATE,SOFLE, BEE & OE
A, BONERESEFEELRTIAT ARV MIERHTAIEIZRYD, AVFTVANVALZFNI
Lo TREREERZTD. FI) LA 7 - ANV NIRRT AEM 2 3y 712 LT, &
HREDIEGIZTRETHA). LoLl, YavrdbINick&drozh, BHLLZYT5HE,
TR R IRREIC R 5 fEftk b H 5

AFETIE, MEEDRA Y FZNVANVAD, HEIZE > TED L HIZENT 20D, 72, LDk
LERNOEELZZIT A0, EWORBEERF TS, AVINVAILAE L TGERT A0, —#%
B AEMAY R (psychological distress; PD) & IFIEN A& TH S, HoNHMAIE, PEED
TV = FHEIZINTTCED L) RBERNMAD L ENL DL VI RO B 5 b o L HIFE
INb.

1.2 TR

PD OPmEERFICE LTI, ARBESCHEIEZDOFEH THSE  DRITWIRIFIET 5. UTT
&, ZORMKNLEZ N OPBAT AP, TOEREALE, BEOEREZIY LiFCeheinit
%5 XRTPD L OBREHERT HDDEH>T5.

PD OBEERE LTROIEBE SN TELZLODO—21F, TEIEEK (self-rated health; SRH)
TH5D., FERRERII RN ERIRELRET248IEL LT, £72, BAWICEESINTRR
ERGERW) DL RGO DN EREEZ ONTVE720, PDRA VI VANNVAIIET S %
Ok DIFIE & OFBEAS LI LIZIRIH SN T &7z (Olawa et al., 2020; Williams et al., 2017 %)
SRR EE, &2 VIELSFENRERIREOEL (F7201329) L72§8#) 252 ¥ F AV AR EAL
EELTEIE, FHRNICLHEBLRLTVWEZIATHA).

EmMOMEDSE % BEEFICKESIETW I, L) BAENLETIELZ) 2T,
ZINDPDIZED L) ITHEET 00 L7 e hwv. 2072012, —fFMIER S
TWAH O, HELEGEE (activities of daily living; ADL) & W RETH L. Zd ADL 12/
LS, SRH OEALEFFIC PD DY RAZFET L ENTFHEN, ZNaMEERL 2%
L%\ (Lin and Wu, 2011; Xiao et al., 2022 £5).

—F, BEFEIED & T EHSREONE» 5 RAuE, 29 L7 REROZE R ISR
LERNMNEH SND. BENLEESLERN PD 2505 2 L IEZESHTOIL LRI T
A, LIFLIEFEIC R A201E, BEEEGRPSOFENL-5THETHL. FIEMEEILSLDA
FUABRRRLEBHEORE N A ERTL2OTHIUEL, A VI NVANVAILT T ADZENN LS
5. LaL, BB ENVOEELRRLE L DO RV B OB L, XAV FUANVARE
fts€s. zoiw, 51BL PD &L OMBBIRIZE T 2 FZIEM RO RIE—HTZ% v (Calvo et
al., 2013; Vo et al., 2015 &), GLEERIOMAFMEE 2 LD, THROBEBICELTE I L6
TW5h.

FRIEEROZALD, FEEDA Y I VANV AIZE o CTEELREERNTH S, BIEE L OB
DREIGERDS LIFLIXER SN, BHEDIZ)IDZIT ST 3 v 7K EWT & &R §EIERZED
W OnH5b (Jang et al., 2009; Lee et al., 2001 5). LA L, KKEZRD %0 Tl b4 7 2



4 & m W %

A RITTEEZONDERL, B2 EREONEIINTZ2HEE5THA . HARTIE, 2000 FE
BB AN ERBRGIEOBA 2 E LT, SENEDLE) TR ECELL. Ll
RS — C AT BARAEEIIRIAE LTRELC, RENEEICE o TOBHN AN EE M
BHE LCEEN S X 9 12% > TWwb (Oshio, 2014; Oshio, 2015 4).

EH, RETIEPEEDRA Y F VAN A L THESINES) O B % T3 2 7255
MLTws. BIRL AR =y, BEDIEID), MNXRRT > T4 TIHEH R ENOZMD, X%
WAV ADEALDEFICKE LR EFOZEPMOENL L )12 > Tw5b (Leone and Hessel,
2016; Santini et al., 2020 %).

1.3 AMEOHRH

ZD X, FEEDA Y Z VANV ADOPEZEFNI DN TIZT TIZZE  OBEBREWIFIEDNFEFE S
NTWDED, REFFEDU#E L CRD 3 BrIFo s,

B, FA—EAETEHICb > TEIT 230V THDL LV ATHE. ThE TOWF
RDELIEZ7aARLr v ay - F=58, HEWEAKN - F=FTHoTHFEMDP LN DOH
BEAETHY, M) A X VANV ZAOEMWLELZIBEL 2Ty, Bz, 51R
BRI NNV RZRITTHBIZOWTE 2, TIEERE, ZNr0 MRS L TS5 T
TRAAKRE SRR DD LNk, T2, RIENMEIZOWTS, RIENEMNEREICZY), 1
DBBE LB AT a vy 73 BELLREVES D, ZOHBED L H BT 20 ENN L
REZEALE I N—F 57— 5 % B S LIz < v,

#2102, AW TIE, Bt - F—=F 25 HWL 2 EI12E D, AL VO ERFR
(AEfETR— MRMER, B, AskRoMKR L) OEBEZHETLIZLLTESL. 29 LAMEAL
NIVDOFEERRIE, AV T IVANVA L) BEHAER L KHOFHBEHOW S, winhr—FIlE
B LS, FOREEZHIEL VOIS T ADO o 7R r2 EAH LRk w
72720, 9 LB RS HED R Wb Tld v, O B T % £48 A ORIREN 7 2255
W R, EABOEG DI OMERINIEINSE Z LB EPLETH 5.

B3IUL, AUI AN AIEEL KITT VL ONDOER % [ — O 5 H & O 70 5 TR B2 32
Z, TOMMWEEEEZILK T2 THDL. T TICHBNRZLIIE, INFE TOMRITFEDE
W% BIRICE) EWFC, ZDRA YT NVANVRALEDERESIT LD OKEHE 5, FERO
BEEMZIE L2 DIIEE AL, BEED A T F VAL ADHER - WEDPESRINZKO S
LETIE, BEROMMNZEEL M52 ERBENAOENNE L LETOLHERERS.

2. ARAE

21 $>7IL

AIFFETHCS T — 1, EEGEE D 2005 FLIEHEER - 2L TWL /32 VIETH
5 [WEsEBfthraE] (LN, THIRAE] QIR OfET—4Ths. ZORHEOT VTt
2005 4E 10 H KBAET 50~59 OB LTH Y, 2004 F 0 [ERATGEBERE ] 255 L -5
WL EEAMIBLETHY ((FEBERE] MEE»SOMETIERV), I 2005 4E LI,
AR 11 A 1 KBEHICER S NS, HEZIHESN, B TiAL, B THINT S, HALHE
HiE, IR, BEEIRR, SRR, A&, FE - KR a &£ ichbiz 5.

2005 4E\ZFE M S 724 1 T TIE 34,240 A2 S DEEHE S 7z (EIE 83.8%). H4E L
B s 2~17 HFIZA T, BE 90% L EOEEIEL L TWE. 8 1~17 [EF#EIC T < CTHE L



PEED X VANV A ECE D 2L L Z DT ZER 5

72812 18,999 ATH Y, # 1 HREDORMEEZLD 73.5% % 505, RIFFEOGHIZH L > 7))L
&, TSR E LB KBED S 5 26,522 N (B 12,646 A, 13876 ) TH5H. T
i, 1 EAEOREE D 55.5% LT L. 2 M58 17 M F TOFERBERIL 3.6%
THY, HEMEGKEIZE B F5TWh, 62 BFAALRE, Hizzy Y 7voBEmiirbhtn
e,

AW CIE, 34,240 A (3314 16,555 A, ik 17,573 A) OEFF 400,440 thD T N5 U A K -
INE - T=F TGS R E R B TIVOFEROHMIL, 5000 Thme 5.

2.2 EH

BV AEROPCTIROEELZ A VI VANV AE, HDOOEAENE 6 DOBE,» S 5 Bl
THZEH2% K6 (Kessler 6) A7 &I AN 7 RETIEIET % (Furukawa et al., 2008;
Kessler et al., 2002, 2010). EA&II2iE, [EE 1 A AOH, EOLLVOHETROZ LD
FL72] LT, THEBBICECE Lor] HENZEECE L] [ZbZEbLAY, %b
BERCELELED] [EOPRAZAT, AR > THRIENRZVEIIELF LA ]
MTZTHDLFHYZLBELE L] THSMEOZWAMZEE T Lzr] Lv) 6o
DEMIZH LT, [wod (=1), 7zwTw (=2), L&lx (=3), 2LET (=4), &<%
W (=5) B0 500 BIREETWS. TITIE, FEREOMEE 5 5ELEE, Zo4&FE
ExFHET L. COHEOHIL0~24 THY, HEIBHVIZELCHY LA P LAPEWI E2RT.
R THWLY 7V TR, ERIREHONNESEOEAVERT IO Ny 7O o ffliX
0.899 L +rE\vy. HERANZY V70V & F HETHI%ETIE, K6 AT 7H 5 S ETERAED, 13 51
D ETHEHEORTEER VOALRELRT Z LPMHN TV S (Sakurai et al., 2011). KT
X, BODOLITHRIM->TKE Aa 75 Bl EHLZ L% PD L EHRT A,

Wiz, E#EE PD # U AEAERE LT, UWTO720ZH%0 EIF55, wFhdin
WIS CTREBTAMEDIEHZLD00 L TPHEINS. 113, EENEEERCTH L. [HkFHE]
TlE, [H%7-OBIEOREIREIZV2ATE 2] LW ERISH LT, [RERW] 26 [KREE
W] FTO6EBEASHAESETWDY, 2T, TREEN] 7203 [HEw] LR 75E%
[EENEEESEN] &35,

210, HWAGEETH S, [HMEE] Tl R [Ny FREroRE L2 ] 72810
THHOHEEFEEIIZOWT, HEIE L TWAZ EXNDHENE)PEFRTVWSE. Z2TIlE, 2
DI10EEDH B 1 O THHEEIZE LTI, [HEERGEICES ) | &35,

31k, RMEOFETH L. £IE B, HHOHAEIC [REERL] &35,

A4, [RIENE] (b TWBEIETHL. ZLDOBE, BiddWIEREE OB/ r#
R DN, FNUIHOREONEDL &L

H5k, [AK] TH5H. THEHFHE] CEMERSERO 10 HORFTHEEZEZ SETN05,
ZITR, ZofEx 2020 FEREOHEEMMIEH CEENLL, HHABBOFEHFRTHELE) 2
T, T TNVEEO TN 3 MG ESNL ISR T A EEE [BAR] LE&%T 5. st
WV, BEEDOY Y IADNL D TH L. T, WEHINACREREIHLEEIN TS
DT, TOLHWERNEERT DL, BROEASVISE/NHI SN TREMSH 2 Z LICHESL
72\,

613, (LHETHD. [HMFAE] ClI, FEMPNACRLZAFHEL L TWERE) PExFAT
B, LT0RWEEELZZEEC [M¥ELL] ELTwh, 22TRIH) LATa@dicEos <



6 & Ow W %
A HET 505, MERTLROSHREIIIERT 5.

7L, MHEASINGEITH A, [HIMTE] <&, Bk - #oE, AR—v - gk HisTE, 75
T - 0B - b, BEE R, COMOSSINES, L9 6 DOWEENIEI 1ERM, 2
LzhEdhzemhaTnsg, 22T, ZR5EDFEHICHSIML T awiEadt [HEShNGE)
L] ELTw5,

#1113, DETHMALL PD RUOKENEROSMKRNEBLINKOCBZFHTEL DD TH
5. PD %382 2ENIZ DI ) BT L,

2.3 9WFiE (1) - BRAH

9, BRSO T, PD 23T 2ETVIEET VI E W) 2FEHEOETVEEZ D, M
WIZEE D PD Z DS, WTFROEFVIZBWTH %2 LT $5 0 8EHRES
VERHATS., LT, Wl ar—b, 2B 2L TEROWER EMAL VO REERF % i
WS 2720, HWEFIEEERRETVE LTHETT 5.

ETFTNVI T, SHEFEOLE Y I—FEHTHMLZZS 2T, 50a&kiEL L, 51 %»5 75
WE TCORKERD Y I—EHTPD 23T 5. v4bb,

75 17
PD=a+ Za:mBaDAa + Zw:2'waWw +e+e

LV, WIREORERZEET S, 22T, DA L DW ZFNEFNREER, SREEDY I %
B, e BHMEADOEENE, ¢ BBEEETHL, I TRAEMZHRT L7720, £l PD Lo
M EDOBBIEZME L vy (RICEETAEF VI THEBE). FEo sy I —Z28Hid 50 a2t
WL 50T, FEBIO L ARFREIE, PD 250 UK, CoXk )RS LI ERTIELC
%5, NI X > TPD BBALT 2D 2D THNE, £ L7728 X EIRARRIC SRS
L% FLT, KEMY I -0, RO AERHEL, 50 A5 75 B E V) M)
PD ICRIFTHREARTODLEEZ ONLE (AiHEE 25 TEHMI, 154720 OFHE 2%
BPESNLI LR D).

—F, ETNVIIZEHT 8 KOHEE X THERL S 1, HEXEHERTET ) 7 (structural equation
modeling; SEM) OFETHEFICHEISND. ZOETIVD ) E A A EFHRIE PD 23T 5
MIFRTHL. 20 A1 CHEFINTIE, £FERS I —ZEH DA, FRAEES I -ZHDW 0l3»
2, FEIMEREAIE Y, HEAFSSICKED ), REEZ L, KIENE AW, m¥Eel,
KBIMTEB 2 L L) 7T O0RNERNO S I —ZH DM % #iBHZE# & LNz, PD % EELhE
ETFNVTHHT S, 2LTC, EFTNVTEERT L) O 7 KOV 7HFRIE, 7TO0BNEREN
ZIUIOWT, ZEE Y I —ZH DA RUETAES I -2 DM THETT 2 BFHIEET VT
Hb. MO E LTI, PD 2#3HT2EFLVI ERMUTHSL. 22T, EEMREFIVE
HHT 5. Thbb,

75 7 17
PD=0o+) foaDAct) uDMu+)  3uDWu+eo+eo,
7

75 1
DM, =a; + Za:51ﬁ1aDAa + wagfy“”DW“’ +e1+e

75 17
DM7 = a7 + Za:mﬂmDAa + ZwZQ’V?wDWw +er+er
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Evv9 SEM #HERMS 5.

2O SEM THEFI ENDET VI OFERIZOWTIE, RO 2EMFERHERD. 112, 720
FERIIWTN DL PD OMEZED L ETFHENLDOT, PD 2#5H 2 21 VHEIRICBI A EE
HO RO TS A F AP EIDIEE SND.

B2, ZoXA VRO b, KERSY I —EH DA 2o BRREIE, 7T oOBAERO
HEAHIE L7250, M PD Wb [HEEWN] CRIZTEEEZRLIZLDTHY, 038
F—UNETN]IORFEREEDI ) IZELRLPIEHS R D,

2.4 BRFE (2) L WNADM

AT OEGRATRIE S 2 & 512, IS PD 2RI T80, OT BRI HF AR 2 &
MABERETEHLTb203ND [HESHE] & 29 LEEAERICL > T3Sz [E
ERIR] ST Ens. 61, MESRILENERCHATE 285717 HTE, Z1eho
MR EEEEZITRT A2 e 05TE 5. U EOfEE%, SEM OETIIV I OMEIZES W TEKE
BIZRD L9 %278 A TIT9) (Bryan et al., 2007; Gunzler et al., 2013).

F9, HEAEREZEH L 2MEOREEIL, ROLHIFIESNDL. $4bb, Z2nEFho
BAEREZHHT 2, ETNVIOF 7HERIERE L, 22 RO EHFERY I — 12902 HF
REOEFHMEEZ KDL, LT, ZOAEFMEEL, A4 VHEFRNTESNS, YEHNIERIC»DS
BYFREE D%, TOBENEREERLZMEOBENIROKRE I EHRT L. 29 LR
X, BSEANERICOWTEINAT) 2ENTESL. ZLTC, TNHLOAFMEZEIET L2 L2
n, &fhE LTOBMIRORE S ZFET 5.

—7, BAERZEN L2V PD ICHT 2 EENROSERN L REZE, ETVIOAA
CHERTRIC BT A, BREMY I —ABOAFHMEE L TELNS.

ZLTC, BEAEREER LEEDROGE L, BEAERLER L 2V, BEEROGFHE, N
BilC L 2R Re LTEREEINS. 2L T, ZO2EKNLMEDH L, EEDRLBERD
B, TLTENETNOBNER 2T 5 HEBERRDPEO DR LFRETHIENTES. 29 L
7253 SEM OEFHE R OEHRE SN, 5B EHEXH b e CRtE SN

B, R L72AHE, BN BTV, SWERSBRETED L) ITEL L E V) 1
2OV T HIZIHR S,

3. ER

3.1 [ERAF

F LI, ISR BIT 2 RBM0TER L SENERORLE, BLARTBLEFTE L7
LDTHA. PD 22 HAHEDIFIL, LKD) PEFTHV. FBINWEEKIEIBEDIZ) 55T
BW)S, HEEFEHIILEO D 5 HEOLEIZEDIT) SE. T72, BEESBLT, KiEN
EICHEFEL, ARICERL, 3L TR IS ZEDIZ ) DTEDIZ R > T b,
M1k, EFVIRPETNIORXA R THRON, KERDO Y I —EHIZO L MFEE
BEZD BBEERMEMRLZLDTHS. WTFND, S0EerEEL LTWE. 7V ] O
RERLICENZ RS &, O5%EEX B O TRAMIO T IZAET 2 HH b H 555, PD Ik
P> THUTLEAT2MHIANSH LI EDVHRTE L, 75 REHICOWTHR S &, 75 OEHk
¥ I =20 L EFAREDS 0.208 £ o TWADT, 50 mEREIZH~RS & PD #4 2 BRI
208%FEA > P EATHZENSDE. 1 BRI EDERR—213H 0.8%FA > b &k shs, i



8 ST B U S

R 1R EE R O BEA-TER O 53 A R

% Bk e WG
R g 25.9 31.1 28.6
FBA R A 20.6 19.1 19.8
HEATEEBNC &S ) 9.5 13.8 11.8
REEZ L 12.8 18.9 16.0
RISk 6.8 8.5 7.7
i 28.2 31.5 30.0
WL 23.5 47.4 36.1
HASINEE % L 20.0 20.1 20.1
N 189,247 211,193 400,440

1 ISR AR R O 2k
ETNI ETILD (A A iRt
BEMY I —EHITOBREY
04

03 -

02 |

0.1
00
-0.1 T T T T . i T T T T T
50 55 60 65 70 75 50 55 60 65 70 75
Fir (%) i (%)

i) BERO S I —EBIIO SRR AR L2 b 0. vy F—#5E 95 % B AR

DIREFHL AL &, 60 ETIELIEDIZ) A, HEIERIRELL R-TBY, L% PD
DOLFFADPINEL TWBLZ EDTDA.

ZO LI, PDIEMESIZAE - TRIZ—H L CTEMNT 5. ZOMMHITREFRERL IR — bowBis
B L 2 i AU R E N e dr o 7z, L0 HICD THEELTB I ). 72721, PD oEAkiZ
M2z Db OBZOERL DD, ik b, MM 2OENEREZEHL T PD ICEET LD
PUIHAS TR,

FORERANDL DI, FM10AESTE, TEFVIORKRIEDE, TO0ENEROEES



REED A Y Z VAL A P B 2 0YsEER 9
72121280 %, Efis PD L OBBREHICCTWE,. EROBGE LR, SEHOST I -5
2o R EE L 20 5% EHERXBATREN TS, CTOHM»S WL X512, PD MiiE
EREWRTHR) 7Ty MIeoTEY, LAd, HIRRED 95%EHEXE L2kl x &
ATWS, L7255 T, MEIE->TPD 2 LA T2 & W) IRPUIMHERR T E L WIRIC R > Tw b,
UL, IEEICEED PD ERDIZE A LD, RBFFETHY BT TV ABENEREZEHT 2 b DI
HoTWbLILaWREL. B, TOLANERSLE, PD IR 60 mETIEE CIRITHIEVH L WIiT
HTETL, 20k, B2 bR L2005, 2O —Z0b0I1E, ETIVID
ERLIZIIBRANTH L.

ZNTIE, ETNVILIEBITZ D) —D2OBEELRGHERTH L, FHENELKL PD & OMHBBELR
WZOWTREDL ) BRI ENGTHDLEALIH. 2L, TFNVIOAA VHERIIC BT 5 KN
Bizo L BB EE, OKEHLOPSIRICER/ZZHDOTHL. T2 T, FENERIERT
52 av 2L, FEHMIIPDBEDIHIZZALT 202 L Twb, 727210, HEEHCEE
BMEEFVEHCTWAEZ ENSSDD LI, 22 THSG SN LRI E—E AN TR FISiE
ThY, HMAMTHZZLDTIE%RVw. F, ZEHLOAEEOZEL ENETNY I —ZHCHliliH
FATHLEICOEREDPLETH L.

COEDHIE, UTFOEDIEHETESL. 9, PDICRORNELEELZRIZTOIOL LTEEMW
REEIZTON S, FENEREKISENLT S E PD OBRIZI5.7T%RA Y PO ERTL. BE
HETRIHREIDS UK S, T8% KA ¥ FOF| & EITRIRYH 5. 29 L7-HRMEDCENZEA PD
WCRELEEZ RITTIEREDICTHTE L L IA2D, KIEN#D DP 5l & EIFhEH 5.3%
RAVIE, ZMCKRSCKREESTHA T EMERENS. D EOERICHEND &, #&INEE<
FCABRIAR, MEOEBIIRENTHY), AWIEPD LiZLACEMBRTHL 2L LR INS.

B, EFNVIOVTHEEUL, 7T OOBENERZFNZNICOWTIIC L 281b%, BERKL
OFRBEEDY I — BB THMT LEENRET N7z TOOEAMBERENZNIZONT, &
RO Y I —LBHIIORBEERR L0 3 TH S (MHPHEMEC SV E )12, I5%EIHEKX
BOFRIIEMELTHD).

ZORPHIE, MEIC L > TT7 OOMAERIER T 2HENSED LD ITELT 2 005K <o
L. MEAHRD 7L —F 20T TRE01E, HESINEEHTHL. K2 OFRICLZ L, PD~D
A 237 FOREZEAFEIE, HSSINEEEBINERERS HEAHGEE 285 TH > Twiz L
L, MEZFDOLDIZL LD R—RZENS % ERl->TBY, &fE L TR PD ~0i#
LREL LSO TWB I EIRBEND.

3L A EDBENERDMEN & o TEDOFREMRLEHO TV DD, RENEIRRLB 2R
TWwh., Thbb, 60%AHEE CIERNETLN, FICHEHITHLERD, 60 RETIXICRL L
50 EFE S OMEREE THL 2 L2k b, T, BIEEONEIC E> THEFENMEREL Y, #
LTS 2 &) BN Z L2 L TWb & Ez b b,

3.2 ENDIR

WIS, T OOBENERDS, IEIZ L 5 PD O L% EOREHEAN L2252t LTAaA LY. Th
X, SEMICLZET NI ORRICEDVWCEIRE SIS, K220 RLYTLD-OTHL. 2
DRPOTHND LI, 5025 B RICHTTOMEICL > TPD I ERLTW D, 209
B, 342% I EFEBIMEBEEICL > THAINFTH L. EMHROKRESPLRAT, Zhichi]
LOFHFEAEEE CTHAS. DLEOERIE, K2 ITRENZZERND PD ICKITTEE 2L T,
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X, WINRD PDICKELREELG 2, LEALIBIZL2Z(AKEDRLTH .
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