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Despite the obvious importance of technolog-
ical change in the rapid industrialization of
prewar Japan, the attention of economists during
the past two decades or so has been focused on a
consideration of technological changes as ‘‘resid-
uals” within the sources of growth approach.
As a result, in the studies of Japanese industrial-
ization both in Japanese and in English, a wide
range of questions relating to processes of, and
capabilities for, the rapid adoption of technology
in Japan have tended to suffer a relative neglect.
However, with this able study of the revolution
in the use of motive power, Professor Minami has
taken an important step toward rectifying this
neglect. .

As we have come to expect of the author, this
study 1s well researched, neatly executed, and
rich in quantitative evidence. And, unlike in his
earlier studies, Minami shows in this book that
he is capable of enriching his analyses by adding
revealing and interesting facts and observations
from the pages of Japanese and Western company
and industry histories. This addition effectively
counteracts the weight of data presented in this
study and makes this book quite readable.

To summarize the content of the book briefly,
Chapter 1 is both a succinct introduction to the
subject and a brief history of technological pro-
gress made in motive power in Japan and in the
West. Minami quickly impresses his readers with
his knowledge of the technological history of his
subject. Chapters 2 and 3 contain methodical
analyses and descriptions of the rate and scope
of adoption of more advanced sources of motive
power in Japan over time, along with a running



