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Résumé of Articles

SHIMA, Ya.:u]iiku, “Community Amalgamation
and Changes in the Japanese Village .

When we study the development of village
finance in Japan after 1935, we can fecognize the
following characteristic features: an increasing
scale of village office expenditure and expanding
financial aid of the state. Most villages which had
been ruled by landlords themselves, turned into
a sort of parasite of the state bufeaucrac}n The
present community amalgamation intends to re-
duce the number of villages and build new local
bureaucratic organs. But this policy will separate
the local government from the hands of village
people and cut expenses for agricultural produc-
xtiéru.

Before the amalgamation, about two-thirds of
villages possessed communal forests. These forests
were formally owned by villages and actually used
by peasants in smaller communities (Buraku).
This was because the unification of communal
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forests was not successfully accomplished in the
Taisho Era (1912—1926). The present policy tries
again to force the newly combined communities
to unite the forests owned by pre-amalgamation
village. But through the amalgamation movement,
some of the forests were transformed from public
into private property and some became the pmp--
erty of the special local section (Zaisanku) which
coincides with the area of preamalgamﬁt'mn vil-
lage. These communal forests movements are a
summation of the historical relation which exists
between agriculture and forest. -

The communal forests were a vital necessity for
the peasants who had been gathering grass manure
in them since old times. During the capitalistic
developement of Japan’s émnomy, the communal
forests went through a series of significant changes.
The greatest part became the ownership of
local government, thereby limiting its use to the
peasantry. Another part retaining a feature of



